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* Ecotourism (email) and Earthcheck are the 
only bodies that can give accreditation for 
ecotourism in Australia. 
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“… or some other 
eco-certification 
programs that 
certify tourism 
businesses will be 
considered for the 
operational phase.” 
 
Which meaningful 
‘eco-certification 
programs’ exactly? 
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# Master Plan Area Description Facility 

1 KUR-WORLD CAMPUS 7.5ha 300 dwellings accommodation 
* NOT ‘eco-resort’ 

4 RESIDENTIAL LOTS - 
LIFESTYLE VILLAS 

13ha 50 villas @ 
2,000m2 

accommodation 
* NOT ‘eco-resort’ 

5 RESIDENTIAL LOTS - 
PREMIUM VILLAS 

34.6ha 323 villas @600m2 accommodation 
* NOT ‘eco-resort’ 

6 GOLF COURSE 65ha * NOT ‘eco-resort’ 

8 3-STAR LEISURE AND 
BUSINESS RESORT 

1.1ha 270 
dwellings/rooms 

accommodation 
* NOT ‘eco-resort’ 

10 5 STAR RESORT 13.1ha 200 villas accommodation 
* NOT ‘eco-resort’ 

11 KUR-WORLD RAINFOREST 
EDUCATION CENTRE 

1.8ha 14 boarding cabins * Possibly eco-resort’ 

12 KUR-WORLD ADVENTURE 
PARK 

19ha ziplines, climbing 
bridges 

* Possibly eco-resort’ 

14 NATURE BASED 
ACTIVITIES 

10ha 
(approx) 

horse riding, hiking * Possibly eco-resort’ 

134.3ha KUR-World Master Plan facilities NOT ‘eco-resort’ 
30.8ha KUR-World Master Plan facilities possibly ‘eco-resort’ 

Based on the 
information from 
Ecotourism 
Australia – see 
table right – at 
most only 23% of 
KUR-World 
facilities could be 
considered ‘eco’ 
at all.  



7 https://www.npsr.qld.gov.au/tourism/ecotourism/ 

“It minimises 
negative impacts 
on the natural 
and socio-cultural 
environment.” 
 
Carving up the 
ecologically 
sensitive Myola 
Valley for mass 
profit is not ‘eco’. 
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High-density 
residential 
600m2 blocks is 
not ‘eco’.  
 
Ecotourism 
Australia 
accreditations 
listed right. 
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Marina Bay Sands 
‘eco’?  Really? 

 
Not a tree in sight? 

 
MBS doesn’t even 
claim ‘eco’ on their 

website?  Facts 
would be good. 

 
A casino for 

Kuranda? 
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2151 Population Kuranda Urban Locality 
22 Endangered Species 
13 Threatened Species 

By far the biggest 
threats to the 
Kuranda 
Envirolink 
Corridor are 
4000+ humans, 
their concrete-
steel, traffic, pets 
and waste. 
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+ 4000 people will 
triple the existing 
Kuranda township 
putting extreme 
pressure on the 
already fragmented 
World Heritage Wet 
Tropics corridors. 
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Helicopter traffic 
will now be 
concentrated in 
the “relatively 
undisturbed by 
earlier clearing…” 
 
ie. in high value 
remnant forest. 
 
Very ‘eco’.  Very 
‘low impact’.  Nice. 
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Master Plan footprint 
– pictured right - is 
230ha. 
 
The following 3 Google 
Earth slides show the 
illegal land clearing on 
Barnwell from NOV 
2014 – OCT 2015. 
 
The last slide shows 
the full extent of the 
clearing and the 
quality of the forest 
that was cleared. 

* Illegally without permits and appropriate soil and erosion control plans in place. 
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Marina Bay 
Sands ‘eco’?  

Really? 
Not a tree in 

sight? 
A casino for 

Kuranda? 
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Marina Bay 
Sands ‘eco’?  

Really? 
Not a tree in 

sight? 
A casino for 

Kuranda? 
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Past, present, 
future… 

Suggested rewording: 
 
Yes, we have already destroyed one ENDANGERED SPECIES habitat location in 2015 when the 
illegal “rural” dam was built on ephemeral Kuranda Treefrog (Litoria myola) breeding habitat.  This 
ACTION also destroyed the rainforest creek – also habitat - below the dam wall for “hundreds of 
metres” according to Dr. Conrad Hoskin’s JCU 2016 report. 
 
If we had done the right thing at the time and put the paperwork in for the appropriate MSC 
permit we may have located the ENDANGERED SPECIES in time and averted this catastrophe. 
 
Now, we’re saying we’re putting aside 50 hectares of habitat buffers even though that is the bare 
minimum required by law.  Dr Conrad Hoskin JCU recommends 100m buffers on breeding creeks 
but that simply doesn’t fit in with the sardine style high-density suburb planned for KUR-World so 
we’re going to ignore that recommendation from a scientist who specialises in the Kuranda 
Treefrog which only occurs in the Myola Valley and nowhere else on Earth. 
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Planning any 
unnecessary built 
human environments 
and thoroughfare 
access in the middle of 
the corridor IS NOT 
“protected, managed, 
strengthened.” 
 
Just writing that on 
the marketing 
material does not 
make it so. 

The helipad (not on the original 
Master Plan) is on the Southern 
titles which will mean the low-
impact dirt roadway will need 
to be formalised.  This roadway 
cuts the existing habitat 
corridor for Cassowary. 

Unnecessary built human 
environments, helicopter 
traffic, terrestrial traffic on new 
roadways on previously quiet 
Cassowary country. 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES = 626ha 
KUR-World Master Plan Footprint = 230ha 
= REMAIN VEGETATED 63% 
= KUR-WORLD MASTER PLAN 37% 
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Before now, the lack of robust guidelines led to  patchy quality of economic impact assessment methodologies in EIS  and the 
frequent overstatement of benefits by using Input-Output Analysis (IO Analysis). IO Analysis has been long rejected by 
economists, including many government Treasury offices across Australia, as unsuitable for project assessment as it is certain to 
overstate benefits. 
 
IO Analysis was relied on in the EIS for the Carmichael Coal Mine and Rail Project, with the proponent claiming 10,000 jobs and 
over 20 billion in State taxes and royalties.  These claims were tested in the Land Court by conservation  group Coast and 
Country, represented by EDO Qld and with the assistance of independent expert economic evidence from Dr Richard Denniss 
and Rod Campbell. In 2015 the Court concluded that the economic impact assessment in the EIS overstated the benefits of the 

mine, (i.e. not 10,000 Queensland jobs rather  1,464 net jobs pa for mine and rail Australia wide or 1,206 net Queensland 

jobs) based on evidence by Adani’s expert Dr Jerome Fahrer and agreed with the Australia Institute economists. 

SOURCE: http://www.edoqld.org.au/news/eiq-guidelines-for-qld-major-projects/ 

If we use the Adani 
IO Analysis example 
as a guide for 
producing JOB 
NUMBERS that 
have ‘overstated 
the benefits’… then 
KUR-World could 
produce as little as 
120 jobs. 

EIS Actual % 

Adani 10,000 1,464 15% 

KUR-World 800 120 15% 

EDO QLD: 1st Economic Impact Guidelines for Qld Major Projects Released 
27 APRIL 2017 

Jo Bragg, CEO of EDO Qld, says “The misleading job figures produced and quoted for major projects undergoing 
assessment highlighted to us the need for strong guidelines to improve economic impact assessment in Queensland. 
Coordinated Projects have some of the largest impacts on Queensland’s environment, community and economy- so 
decision-makers and the public need accurate predictions of jobs not overblown industry modelling.” 
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Thanks. But no 
thanks. 
 
Lifestyle noun 
Way of life 
Way of living 
Manner of living 
 
The people of Kuranda 
Region are proud of our low-
impact lifestyle that 
treasures our native forests 
and it’s animals.  Mega-
concrete-steel development 
is the last thing the Myola 
Valley needs. 

KUR-Anda Region – without KUR-World - already “attracts people that are 
interested in the environment”. 
 
KUR-Anda Region residents appreciate low-impact lifestyles.  We are currently, 
and always have, enjoyed nature based eco-activities for free – in our own 
backyards – and in the existing facilities and nature-places-without-fences on 
offer in our region. 
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See previous 
slides – KUR-
World IS NOT an 
‘eco’-resort. 
 
It is a fluffed up 
ecotourism 
venture by a 
“Macau 
businessman” 
with high-density 
residential.  


