
KUR-WORLD/ KUR-COW 
presents 

BARNWELL HISTORICALLY ZONED 12 RURAL TITLES 
KURANDA, FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND 

 
IN RELATION TO 

LAND PREPARATION TO KUR-WORLD MASTER PLAN 
AHEAD OF ANY APPROVALS 

 
Just curious… in 2016, in this place, is this legal behaviour following proper protocol? 

Our conservation-oriented community understand it to be unethical for sure, but is it illegal? 
There are two known and documented breaches so far…  

and another 7, and maybe more, up for grabs! 

August 2016 

FINAL V2.0 



110 slides of Google Earth images, maps, published documents and reports,  
photographs, dates and timelines 

 
PDF version, link in description below 

 
Video version, click screen to pause on slides 
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BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA 

SLIDE INDEX 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’      FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / ROAD 
PREPARATION      FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE      FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

MASTER PLAN FLAW #1,  
UNPERMITTED ACTIVITIES, WHO'S WHO, 

TIMELINE, THE PLAYERS 
     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE 
     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

REFERENCE POINT 
FOR COMPARISONS 

MAY 2015 Document date 

? 

DUTY OF  
CARE      FACT CHECK: CULTURAL HERITAGE 

TO KUR-WORLD  
MASTER PLAN      FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 
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TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

Google images from NOV 2014 show a lush, rich colour of regrowth 
rainforest species across many of the northern titles.  Historically the 
southern titles were never cleared – most likely selectively only - in 
accessible areas. 
 
Dr Conrad Hoskin who surveyed the property for flora and fauna reports 
commissioned by the proponent - after up to 200ha had already been 
cleared – commented on the good quality regrowth that hadn’t yet been 
cleared on the northern titles. 
 
URGENT land clearing continues today and more forest is marked to be 
cleared on the property - on quality recovering native forests that need 
to be preserved. 

UNPERMITTED 
LAND CLEARING 

UP TO 200HA 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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JUL 20 2016 

EXTENSIVE (up to 200ha) LAND CLEARING ON THE PROPERTY FROM  
TIME OF PURCHASE TO OCTOBER 2015 was completed to the KUR-World 
Master Plan footprint, it seems, without any applications to any authority.  
 
If the appropriate permits had been obtained – residents reporting  
out of hours machine noise could have triggered a reaction from  
Mareeba Shire Council for onsite investigation. 
 
Concerned Kuranda Region Residents were simply advised by council there 
was ‘No Development Application’ on the property, while the time ticked by, 
the major earthworks and native forest clearing continued. 
 
The proponent’s simple failure to submit appropriate applications has meant 
up to 200ha of – in many places good quality Recovering Rainforest –  was 
cleared BEFORE the appropriate flora surveys were even conducted.   
The proponent has demonstrated no regard, appreciation or responsibility 
for the quality of the habitat on this land. 

*ADJOINING RESIDENTS ON LARGE FORESTED RURAL TITLES ARE 
REPORTING MASS MOVEMENTS OF DISPLACED WILDLIFE ACROSS 
THEIR PROPERTIES. 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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NOV 11 2014 

10 

MONTHS 
AFTER 
PURCHASE 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

RECOVERING RAINFOREST 
ON BARNWELL RURAL TITLES 
RICH DIVERSITY OF FOREST 
SPECIES VISIBLE 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

Immature 
regrowth 
colour 
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MAY 6 2015 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

16 

MONTHS 
AFTER 
PURCHASE LAND CLEARING TO KUR-WORLD 

MASTER PLAN FOOTPRINT WELL 
UNDER WAY 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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OCT 23 2015 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

21 

MONTHS 
AFTER 
PURCHASE 

LAND CLEARING TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN FOOTPRINT MOSTLY 
COMPLETED BY OCT 2015. 
 
FLORA TRIGGER, FLORA SURVEY DATE 
NOV 2015. 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

10 



REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

FULL EXTENT OF LAND CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN FOOTPRINT, SITE1 
DAM, SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 

2  

YEARS 
AFTER 
PURCHASE 

FEB 12 2016 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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MAY 30 2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

KUR-World Master Plan 
footprint as supplied by 
the proponent in Initial 
Advice Statement (IAS) 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 
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NOV 2014 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

APR 2016 

Rainforest 
Recovery on 
RURAL TITLES at 
time of purchase 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 
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FEB 12 2016 
REFERENCE POINT 

HAREN CREEK 
FEB 2016 

KUR-World Master Plan footprint 
clearly evident. 
 
indicating clearing has occurred on  
‘high quality regrowth’ RURAL TITLES 
and inside 100m breeding creek buffer 
zones 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 
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REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

FEB 2016 

KUR-World Master Plan footprint 
clearly evident. 
 
indicating clearing has occurred on  
‘high quality regrowth’ RURAL TITLES 
And inside 100m breeding creek buffer 
zones 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 
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NOV 2015 APR 2016 ? 2015 ? 2016 

UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT 

UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT MAY 2016 

INCORRECT 
New company Reever 
and Ocean 
Developments Pty Ltd 
was not registered until 
MAY 2016.  
 
Both unpublished 
reports were 
commissioned by Reever 
and Ocean Pty Ltd 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 
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NOV 2015 APR 2016 ? 2015 ? 2016 

UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT 

UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

MISLEADING LAND CLEARING (up to 200ha) started NOV 2014 and completed prior to OCT 2015.  
Published surveys and reports dated after most clearing already completed to the KUR-World Master Plan footprint. 
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NOV 2015 

By October 
2015 most land 
clearing to KUR-
World Master 
Plan completed. 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

18 



By October 
2015 most land 
clearing to KUR-
World Master 
Plan completed 

NOV 2015 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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Up to 200ha 
was cleared on 
property prior 
to this report. 
 
There is no flora 
survey for land 
clearing prior to 
October 2015. 

NOV 2015 

This survey 
results in 
‘unpublished 
report’ 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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NOV 2015 

Sediment from land clearing reached Warrill Creek mouth 
on the Barron River. 
No permit for land clearing, no Sediment and Erosion 
Management Plan was in effect at time of clearing in 2015. 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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APR 2016 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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MAY 6 2015 

NOV 11 2014 

OCT 23 2015 

The proponent continues to clear 
extensive areas of forest to the KUR-
World Master Plan footprint, including 
forest within 100m breeding buffer for 
Federally listed protected species. 

These reports were generated by the proponent’s commissioned 
flora surveyor Simon Danielsen. The Protected Plants Flora Survey 
Trigger Map resulted in the initiation of a Survey Report – that is 
marked as unpublished – and was superceded by the NOV 2015 
Survey Report – once all the clearing was completed by OCT 2015. 

The property with good quality regrowth 
visible (larger image in later slides) at the 
time of private sale purchase of 
BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES by Ken Lee. 

In the next 6 months, the proponent 
scrapes back and clears regrowth and 
more mature forest,  failing to submit 
an application and thereby triggering 
any protections of flora or fauna. 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

JUL 13 2015 JUN 29 2015 

Ken Lee knows his 
property has triggered 
the EPBC Act here 
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• LARGE STANDING CABINET TIMBER 
TREES – old-growth rainforest 
species vs “clearing regrowth”? 

• DAMS – there were no dams on the 
property at time of purchase 

JAN 2016 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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FEB 2016 

PHOTO LEFT:  
TAKEN PRIOR NOV 2014 
 
PHOTO MAIN:  
HOW THE PROPERTY 
ACTUALLY LOOKED IN  
JAN 2016 

TO KUR-WORLD 
MASTER PLAN     FACT CHECK: LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

JAN 2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

The proponent, Ken Lee, has conducted at least 3 major earthworks and 
extensive land clearing (up to 200ha) on the Barnwell property since 
purchase in January 2014. 
 
These unpermitted activities, hence with no proper Soil and Erosion Plans, 
over the last two years to the KUR-World Master Plan footprint, ahead of 
the proper approvals for the ‘Integrated Eco-Resort’, have caused evidence-
based devastation on the waterbodies that flow from the Barnwell land 
catchment, to the Barron River, and on to the Great Barrier Reef. 
 
The proponent has managed to prepare the KUR-World site to the Master 
Plan, relatively unhindered by Mareeba Shire Council, prior to KUR-World 
becoming a State Coordinated Project in June 2016. 

WELL DOCUMENTED 
EFFECTS OF UNPERMITTED 
EARTHWORKS AND LAND 
CLEARING ON ESSENTIAL 
HABITAT FOR FEDERALLY 

PROTECTED SPECIES 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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    FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

KUR-WORLD PROPOSAL AREA 

12 RURAL TITLES 
UNSUITABLE FOR HIGH-DENSITY URBAN 

SUBDIVISION WITH MEGA-TONS OF CONCRETE, 
4000 HUMANS, DOMESTIC PREDATORY 
ANIMALS (PETS), MASSIVE INCREASE IN 

CORRIDOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC 

This land is simply too 
ecologically sensitive for 
mass urbanisation. 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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IN RELATION TO 
ZONE A AND ZONE B 
WORLD HERITAGE 
NATIONAL PARK KUR-WORLD PROPOSAL AREA 

12 RURAL TITLES 
UNSUITABLE FOR HIGH-DENSITY URBAN 

SUBDIVISION WITH MEGA-TONS OF CONCRETE, 
4000 HUMANS, DOMESTIC PREDATORY 
ANIMALS (PETS), MASSIVE INCREASE IN 

CORRIDOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC 

WORLD HERITAGE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 
not so great these days :- ( 

VITAL ENVIROLINK WILDLIFE 
CORRIDOR ALREADY SEVERELY 
FRAGMENTED AND COMPROMISED 
BY HISTORICAL LAND CLEARING 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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IN RELATION TO 
WORLD HERITAGE 
NATIONAL PARK, 
STATE FOREST, 
FOREST RESERVES 

KUR-WORLD PROPOSAL AREA 

12 RURAL TITLES 
UNSUITABLE FOR HIGH-DENSITY URBAN 

SUBDIVISION WITH MEGA-TONS OF CONCRETE, 
4000 HUMANS, DOMESTIC PREDATORY 
ANIMALS (PETS), MASSIVE INCREASE IN 

CORRIDOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC 

WORLD HERITAGE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 
not so great these days :- ( 

VITAL ENVIROLINK WILDLIFE 
CORRIDOR MUST BE PROTECTED  
IN THIS PLACE TO ENSURE 
CONTINUITY OF NORTH/SOUTH 
WORLD HERITAGE WET TROPICS 
NATIVE FORESTS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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EPBC PROTECTED SPECIES HABITAT REPORT 

JUN 29 2015 
MAY 6 2015 

NOV 11 2014 

OCT 23 2015 

The proponent continues to clear extensive 
areas of forest to the KUR-World Master Plan 
footprint, including forest within 60m or 100m 
buffer for Federally listed protected species. 

Report generated by the 
proponent’s commissioned flora 
surveyor Simon Danielsen. 

The property with good quality regrowth 
visible (larger image in later slides) at the 
time of private sale purchase of BARNWELL 
12 RURAL TITLES by Ken Lee. 

In the next 6 months, the proponent scrapes 
back land and clears regrowth. 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Ken Lee knows his 
property has triggered 
the EPBC Act here 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

NOV 2014 

PROPOSED MAIN ROAD 
TO BE CUT THROUGH 
CATEGORY B  
(REMNANT 
VEGETATION) 

MAP OVERLAY 
CATEGORY B AREA 
CATEGORY R AREA 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST AT TIME 
OF PURCHASE 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

NOV 2014 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

PROPOSED MAIN ROAD 
TO BE CUT THROUGH 
CATEGORY B  
(REMNANT 
VEGETATION) 

LAND CLEARING ON 
CATEGORY R AREA 
WITHOUT SOIL & 
EROSION CONTROLS 
IN PLACE 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

MAY 2015 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

LAND CLEARING ON 
CATEGORY R AREA 
WITHOUT SOIL & 
EROSION CONTROLS 
IN PLACE 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

OCT 2015 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

OCT 2015 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

GREY SHOWS 
‘CURRENTLY CLEAR / 
OPEN AREAS’ 
*NOTE: THIS CLEARING 
COMPLETED OCT 2015  PRIOR  
TO NOV 2015 SURVEY 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

NOV 2015 - Astrebla Ecological Services| Flora Survey Report 
Simon Danielsen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next map shows ‘parts of these lots have already been cleared in 
breach of s.256’ as a GREY overlay from the report. 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

OCT 2015 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

GREY SHOWS 
‘CURRENTLY CLEAR / 
OPEN AREAS’ 
*NOTE: THIS CLEARING 
COMPLETED OCT 2015  PRIOR  
TO NOV 2015 SURVEY 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

OVERLAY SHOWS 
*ACTUAL CLEARING 
TAKEN PLACE PRIOR 
TO THE FORMAL 
REPORTING TO EHP 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

Immature 
regrowth 
colour 

NOV 2014 

This is the letter to EHP 
reporting the breach for 
clearing ‘in an area 
mapped as ‘high risk’’.  
 
Next map shows the vast 
amount of recovering 
rainforest that was 
cleared in the time prior 
to this letter. 

37 



MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

OVERLAY SHOWS *ACTUAL 
CLEARING TAKEN PLACE 
PRIOR TO THE FORMAL 
REPORTING TO EHP 
- NOTE CLEARING ON PROTECTED 
CATEGORY A 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

Immature 
regrowth 
colour 

NOV 2014 

? 
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MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World project area 
Proposed road  

OCT 2015 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

BARRON RIVER / 
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

WHITE SHOWS 
PROPOSED NEW 
CLEARING AREAS 
*NOTE: CLEARING NOT 
COMMENCED BY LATEST 
GOOGLE IMAGE FEB 2016 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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NOV 2015 APR 2016 ? 2015 ? 2016 

UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT 

UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT 

MISLEADING LAND CLEARING (up to 200ha) started NOV 2014 and completed prior to OCT 2015.  
Published surveys and reports dated after most clearing already completed to the KUR-World Master Plan footprint. 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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FAUNA / FLORA SURVEY MAPS SUPPLIED IN BOTH PUBLISHED SURVEY REPORTS 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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KURANDA TREE FROG 
Litoria myola 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

Records 
Estimated potential extent 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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KURANDA TREE FROG 
Litoria myola 

HIGH PROFILE ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Records 
Estimated potential extent 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

NOV 2014 

FEB 2016 

2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
FULL EXTENT OF LAND 
CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN 
FOOTPRINT, SITE1 DAM, 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 
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AUSTRALIAN LACELID FROG 
Litoria dayi 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Potentially suitable habitat 
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AUSTRALIAN LACELID FROG 
Litoria dayi 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Potentially suitable habitat 

NOV 2014 

FEB 2016 

2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
FULL EXTENT OF LAND 
CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN 
FOOTPRINT, SITE1 DAM, 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 
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MISTFROG 
Litoria rheocola 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

No data from survey 
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MISTFROG 
Litoria rheocola 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

No data from survey 
RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

NOV 2014 

FEB 2016 

2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
FULL EXTENT OF LAND 
CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN 
FOOTPRINT, SITE1 DAM, 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 
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MYOLA PALM 
Archontophoenix myolensis 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Records 
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MYOLA PALM 
Archontophoenix myolensis 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Records 
RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

NOV 2014 

FEB 2016 

2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
FULL EXTENT OF LAND 
CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN 
FOOTPRINT, SITE1 DAM, 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 
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SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Suitable habitat 
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SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Suitable habitat 
RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

NOV 2014 

FEB 2016 

2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
FULL EXTENT OF LAND 
CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN 
FOOTPRINT, SITE1 DAM, 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 
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SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Suitable habitat 

Local cassowary sightings 
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SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Suitable habitat 

Local cassowary sightings 
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SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Suitable habitat 
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NORTHERN QUOLL 
Dasyurus hallucatus 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

No data from survey 
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NORTHERN QUOLL 
Dasyurus hallucatus 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 

NOV 2014 

FEB 2016 

2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
FULL EXTENT OF LAND 
CLEARING 
to MASTER PLAN 
FOOTPRINT, SITE1 DAM, 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS VISIBLE 

No data from survey 
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KURANDA TREE FROG 
Litoria myola 

AUSTRALIAN LACELID FROG 
Litoria dayi 

MYOLA PALM 
Archontophoenix myolensis 

SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

NORTHERN QUOLL 
Dasyurus hallucatus 

MISTFROG 
Litoria rheocola 

RECOVERING 
RAINFOREST HABITAT  
AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
ON 12 RURAL TITLES 
OVERLAY: ALL SURVEYS 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

NOV 11 2014 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World 
“Northern Zone” 

KUR-World 
“Southern Zone” 
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KURANDA TREE FROG 
Litoria myola 

AUSTRALIAN LACELID FROG 
Litoria dayi 

MYOLA PALM 
Archontophoenix myolensis 

SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

NORTHERN QUOLL 
Dasyurus hallucatus 

MISTFROG 
Litoria rheocola 

EXTENSIVE LAND 
CLEARING VISIBLE ON 
ESSENTIAL HABITIAT  
2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
OF 12 RURAL TITLES 
OVERLAY: ALL SURVEYS 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

FEB 2016 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World 
“Northern Zone” 

KUR-World 
“Southern Zone” 

58 



KURANDA TREE FROG 
Litoria myola 

AUSTRALIAN LACELID FROG 
Litoria dayi 

MYOLA PALM 
Archontophoenix myolensis 

SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
Casuarius casuarius 

NORTHERN QUOLL 
Dasyurus hallucatus 

MISTFROG 
Litoria rheocola 

HIGH PROFILE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

FEB 2016 

EXTENSIVE LAND 
CLEARING VISIBLE ON 
ESSENTIAL HABITIAT  
2 YEARS AFTER PURCHASE 
OF 12 RURAL TITLES 
OVERLAY: ALL SURVEYS, 
KUR-WORLD MASTER 
PLAN 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

KUR-World 
“Northern Zone” 

KUR-World 
“Southern Zone” 
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FEDERALLY LISTED 
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED  
KURANDA TREE FROG Litoria myola 

HABITAT DESTROYED 

Fig 3. Close-up of Litoria myola records. Litoria myola records 
are shown as green symbols.  Transparent green shading 
shows a buffer of approx. 100m wide on either side of 
stretches of creeks where Litoria myola was detected.  
Estimated potential upstream extents of Litoria myola are 
shown as yellow symbols, with a 100 m buffer (yellow 
shading) or either side of the creeks.  The red shaded are is a 
creek that probably had Litoria myola but is now filled with 
sediment from the dam.  The red symbol within this shading 
shows the potential former upstream extent of L. myola on 
this creek.  This was determined as 200 m downstream from 
the top of this creek, which is the same distance as L. myola 
occurs from the top of the adjacent small creek (pink 
symbols and dashed lines). 

• Unpermitted dam cut on ephemeral 
breeding habitat 

• Creek below dam wall filled with 
sediment for hundreds of meters 
downstream 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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FEDERALLY LISTED 
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 
OCCURS ONLY IN LOCAL STREAMS IN MYOLA 
KURANDA TREE FROG Litoria myola 

HABITAT DESTROYED 

• Unpermitted dam cut on ephemeral breeding habitat 
• Creek below dam wall filled with sediment for hundreds of metres 

downstream 

MATTERS OF  
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE     FACT CHECK: ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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    FACT CHECK: CULTURAL HERITAGE 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

Cultural Heritage Party:  
Djabugay-Bulway-Yirrgay-Nyakali-Guluy People  

The proponent did not initiate 
a Cultural Heritage Assessment 
PRIOR to making major 
excavations on the land and 
extensive land clearing up to 
200ha. 

FAILURE IN  
DUTY OF CARE 
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FAILURE IN  
DUTY OF CARE     FACT CHECK: CULTURAL HERITAGE 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

Cultural Heritage Party reference – 
no contact made with Gregory Bell. 
 
Document advises ‘proposed 
activity is a Category 5 activity… 
activity should not proceed 
without cultural heritage 
assessment.’ 
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FAILURE IN 
DUTY OF CARE     FACT CHECK: CULTURAL HERITAGE 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

The proponent has failed to take reasonable and practical measures or 
responsibility to his Cultural Heritage Duty of Care PRIOR to making major 
excavations on the land and extensive land clearing up to 200ha. 
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DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

UNPERMITTED 
SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

The massive dam (CAPACITY is not documented in council application or approval 
docs, dam height in docs is not ACTUAL HEIGHT) was discovered by Mareeba Shire 
Council after adjoining residents repeated concerns were raised by phone and email. 
 
The dam was ordered stop work mid-December by MSC. 
 
A rain event in the same month saw the first sediment load from the dam  
wall destroy hundreds of metres of Kuranda Tree Frog Litoria myola  
breeding habitat in the creek behind the dam wall.  The actually gully that  
was cut and dammed – was an ephemeral creek breeding habitat –  
that is obviously now totally destroyed. 
 
The destroyed creek behind the dam wall is also habitat to fellow endangered 
species, the magnificent Myola Palm Archontophoenix myolensis. 

URGENT REMEDIATION REQUIRED on dam wall - by experts - prior to WET SEASON 2016. 
URGENT REMEDIATION REQUIRED to remove sedimentation material hundreds of metres 
downstream that will be picked up and moved to the Barron River WET SEASON 2016. 
ONGOING downstream residents wanting assurances for if/ when the dam wall breaks. 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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JUN 2013 

JAN 2014 
Ken Lee purchases BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA  
for $2 million in Kuranda, Far North Queensland,  
World Heritage Wet Tropics Envirolink Corridor Country 

REFERENCE POINT 
 MID DAM 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 
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FEB 2016 First Google Earth image to show SITE1 EARTHWORKS: DAM 

REFERENCE POINT 
 MID DAM 

    FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’ 
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REFERENCE POINT 
 MID DAM NOV 2014 

Gully pictured, 
ephemeral  
breeding habitat  
for CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED 
Kuranda Tree Frog 
(Litoria myola) and 
ENDANGERED 
Myola Palm 
(Archontophoenix 
myolensis) habitat 
behind dam wall. 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
 MID DAM 

Dam footprint on 
KUR-World Initial 
Advice Statement 
(IAS) Master Plan 
as water feature on 
urban residential 
blocks in ‘Lifestyle 
Villas’ suburb 

MAY 2016 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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Dam footprint on KUR-
World Initial Advice 
Statement (IAS) Master 
Plan as water feature on 
urban residential blocks in 
‘Lifestyle Villas’ suburb 

JUL 20 2016 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

KUR-Cow Pty Ltd, the ‘lawfully established grazing operations’ was not registered 
until after the dam was approved. 
  

There are no allocated hectares for KUR-Cow ‘lawfully established grazing 
operations’ on the KUR-World Master Plan which is packed to the rafters with urban 
residential subdivision blocks and fluffy ‘eco-resort’. 
  

SITE1 was earthworked from existing fenced cattle yard to first land release footprint. 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

JUL 28 2016 
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Dam footprint on 
KUR-World Initial 
Advice Statement 
(IAS) Master Plan 
as water feature on 
urban residential 
blocks in ‘Lifestyle 
Villas’ suburb 

JUL 20 2016 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

Do the Federally protected 
matters of national 
environmental significance 
not count in the Queensland 
State Planning Policy? 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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Dam footprint on 
KUR-World Initial 
Advice Statement 
(IAS) Master Plan 
as water feature on 
urban residential 
blocks in ‘Lifestyle 
Villas’ suburb 

JUL 20 2016 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

This is the same creek Conrad Hoskin notes in his 
report as no longer being suitable habitat due to 
sedimentation hundreds of metres downstream 
of the dam wall. 
 
The dam was built in December 2015 – 6 months 
prior to being approved.  As the dam was 
UNPERMITTED – Erosion and Sediment Control 
Plan not active. 

JUL 20 2016 

On the same day the dam was 
approved at the Mareeba 
Shire Council 30 km away, the 
sedimentation from the poorly 
built dam had trashed 
Federally protected matters of 
national environmental 
significance Kuranda Tree Frog 
and Myola Palm habitat in a 
MINOR RAIN EVENT. 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
 MID DAM 

8 months after Dam was built 
poor grass cover on shoulders 
and poor compaction riffles 
evident 
 

JUL 2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
DAM – BELOW WALL 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
 MID DAM 

REFERENCE POINT 
DAM – BELOW WALL 

AUG 2016 

AUG 2016 dam new 
machine work visible 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
DAM – BELOW WALL 

Behind the DAM WALL,  
as noted by Conrad Hoskins 
report from FEB 2016: “The red 
shaded area is a creek that 
probably had Litoria myola but is 
now filled with sediment from 
the dam.”  

JUL 2016 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

* URGENT REMEDIATION 
REQUIRED TO REMOVE 
SEDIMENTATION MATERIAL 
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Dam cut SEP-DEC 2015 still destroying 
ENDANGERED SPECIES HABITAT, 
sediment has reached the Barron River 
and is waiting for Wet Season Delivery to 
World Heritage Great Barrier Reef. 

JUL 2016 

JUL 2016 

6 MONTHS LATER, 
sediment below DAM 
WALL after MINOR RAIN 
EVENT, in ENDANGERED 
SPECIES Kuranda Tree Frog 
and Myola Palm recorded 
habitat. 

DAM WATER FEATURE ON 

RESIDENTIAL ‘LIFESTYLE VILLAS’     FACT CHECK: SITE1 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 

REFERENCE POINT 
DAM – BELOW WALL 

* URGENT REMEDIATION 
REQUIRED TO REMOVE 
SEDIMENTATION 
MATERIAL 
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This area of the property was a large fenced cattle paddock as can be seen 
from earlier Google Earth images. The unpermitted earthworks for this part of 
the KUR-World Master Plan started after Feb 2016 and was mostly completed 
by July 2016, as visible from aerial images. 
 
The land preparation for the first urban residential land release 600m2 lines 
up on the KUR-World Master Plan. 
 
These major earthworks are upslope of Haren Creek where downstream 
habitat can be found for two Federally protected frog species.  Inadequate soil 
and erosion controls in place at time of earthworks, discernible from aerials. 
 
Two newly cut sediment pits were documented at the bottom of the site – cut 
only a week ahead of the proponent’s EHP inspection on 17 August 2016. 

UNPERMITTED 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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JUN 2013 Fenced cattle yard on SITE2 EARTHWORKS: URBAN SUBDIVISION 

REFERENCE POINT 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 
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FEB 2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 
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REFERENCE POINT 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

Fenced cattle paddock 
earth-worked to KUR-World 
Master Plan footprint 

OCT 2015 REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

HAREN CREEK DOWNHILL 
FROM SITE2.  
DOWNSTREAM HABITAT FOR 
MATTERS OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SIGNIFICANCE - KURANDA 
TREE FROG (Litoria myola) 
AND AUSTRALIAN LACELID 
(Litoria dayi) 

FEB 2016 
REFERENCE POINT 

HAREN CREEK 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FOOTPRINT AHEAD OF 
APPROVALS ABOVE 
HAREN CREEK. NO SOIL 
AND EROSION 
CONTROL VISIBLE AT 
TIME OF EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK JUL 2016 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

SITE2 EARTHWORKS 
INSET URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FOOTPRINT AHEAD OF APPROVALS 
ABOVE HAREN CREEK. NO SOIL AND 
EROSION CONTROL VISIBLE AT TIME 
OF EARTHWORKS 

URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE     FACT CHECK: SITE2 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

The early photo of homestead shows SITE3 in the foreground and the dam 
back right.  SITE3 looks to be filled with cut from the dam. 
 
Further excavations under the fill into natural ground can be seen in the 
catchment above Haren Creek, upstream of Federally protected frog 
habitat. 
 
Unknown if any Soil and Erosion Plan was designed and implemented on 
this site.  Community access to creek for assessment of sedimentation has 
not been done.  Unknown if any remediation is required on SITE3. 

UNPERMITTED 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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NOV 2014 

REFERENCE POINT 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

85 



FEB 2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

Google Earth image shows 
unpermitted SITE3 was 
started prior to February 
2016 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

Media photo 
showing SITE3 
EARTHWORKS 
underway 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK JUL 2016 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

Aerial image July 2016 
shows unpermitted SITE3 
EARTHWORKS as 
completed 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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AUG 2016 

REFERENCE POINT 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

Size of 
excavation with 
Haren Creek 
below cut. 
Unknown if Soil 
and Erosion Plan 
active at time of 
earthworks. 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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REFERENCE POINT 
SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK AUG 2016 

BRIDGE LAUNCH / 
ROAD PREPARATION     FACT CHECK: SITE3 EARTHWORKS 

Size of 
excavation with 
Haren Creek 
below cut. 
Unknown if Soil 
and Erosion Plan 
active at time of 
earthworks. 

BARNWELL 12 RURAL TITLES 626HA 

KUR-WORLD 230HA 
KUR-COW  ___HA ? 
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Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES (native forest zones 
on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

URGENT when is this clearing scheduled to commence?  Activity is illegal. 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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MASTER PLAN FOR 18 HOLE 
GOLF COURSE OVERLAY 

Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES  
(native forest zones on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

    FACT CHECK: EXTRAS MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1 
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MASTER PLAN FOR 18 HOLE 
GOLF COURSE OVERLAY –  
PROPOSED FAIRWAYS 
OUTLINED IN RED 

Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES  
(native forest zones on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

    FACT CHECK: EXTRAS MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1 
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Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES  
(native forest zones on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

Promo video shows Haren 
Creek cleared completely  
to the waterbody 

    FACT CHECK: EXTRAS MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1 
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REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES  
(native forest zones on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

Thankfully protected frog 
creeks haven’t yet been 
cleared to the waterbodies 

    FACT CHECK: EXTRAS MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1 
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REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES  
(native forest zones on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

Thankfully protected frog 
creeks haven’t yet been 
cleared to the waterbodies 

    FACT CHECK: EXTRAS MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1 
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REFERENCE POINT 
ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD 

REFERENCE POINT 
HAREN CREEK 

Is the proponent, Ken Lee, planning to clear RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES  
(native forest zones on protected waterways) for the proposed KUR-World 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE?  

Thankfully protected frog 
creeks haven’t yet been 
cleared to the waterbodies 

    FACT CHECK: EXTRAS MASTER PLAN 
FLAW #1 
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ACTIVITY LEGAL 
ENTITY 

DESCRIPTON RELEVANT ACT / LEGISLATION PENALTY 

A LAND CLEARING: Area mapped as 
‘high risk’ on flora trigger map. Flora 
and survey and report was not 
conducted prior to clearing 

KEN LEE/ 
REEVER AND 
OCEAN PTY LTD 

• BREACH REPORTED 17 SEP 2015 SIMON 
DANIELSEN (ASTREBLA) 

• Section 256 Nature Conservation (Wildlife 
Management) Regulation 2006 Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

B MATTERS OF NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE: 
Unpermitted operational works have 
directly affected Federally listed 
endangered species on the 12 Rural 
Titles 

KEN LEE/ 
REEVER AND 
OCEAN PTY LTD 

• Evidence of significant impacts on multiple 
Federally listed endangered species 

• Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC)  #4 Listed 
threatened species and ecological communities.  

• Quote from Cairns Post 10 August: The 
Department of Environment and Energy said it 
was looking into activities at the site. Penalties 
of up to $9 million could be imposed for any 
action “that has, will, or is likely to result in a 
significant impact on a matter of national 
environmental significance without a relevant 
approval”. 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $9m 

C CLEARING CATEGORY  R  AREA (REEF 
REGROWTH WATERCOURSE) TO 
UNDER 10 M 

KEN LEE/ 
REEVER AND 
OCEAN PTY LTD 
 

• Evidence on the site  MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

UNPERMITTED 
ACTIVITIES     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 

99 



ACTIVITY LEGAL ENTITY DESCRIPTON RELEVANT ACT / LEGISLATION PENALTY 

D EXTENSIVE LAND CLEARING  (up to 
200HA): TO KUR-WORLD FOOTPRINT 
AHEAD OF APPROVALS 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 
 

• Unpermitted land clearing up to 200ha 
• First flora trigger / survey / report published SEP 

2015 after most clearing was already done, by OCT 
2015 (Google Earth) 

• Sediment from land clearing  on Warrill catchment 
on eastern titles  reached the Barron River (photo / 
video) 

• Section 256 Nature 
Conservation (Wildlife 
Management) Regulation 2006 
Department of Environment 
and Heritage Protection 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 
 

E SITE1 EARTHWORKS: DAM / WATER 
FEATURE TO KUR-WORLD FOOTPRINT 
AHEAD OF APPROVALS 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 

• Unpermitted, excavated site  greater than 50m3, 
above Owen Creek 

• Sediment documented ‘hundreds of meters 
downstream’ from the dam wall – habitat 
destroyed 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

F SITE2 EARTHWORKS: URBAN SUBDIVISION 
FIRST LAND RELEASE TO KUR-WORLD 
FOOTPRINT AHEAD OF APPROVALS 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 

• Unpermitted, excavated site  greater than 50m3, 
above Haren Creek 

• Unknown sedimentation in Haren Creek below 
earthworks 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

G SITE3 EARTHWORKS: BRIDGE LAUNCH/ 
ROAD PREP TO KUR-WORLD FOOTPRINT 
AHEAD OF APPROVALS 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 

• Unpermitted, excavated site  greater than 50m3, 
above Haren Creek 

• Unknown sedimentation in Haren Creek below 
earthworks 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

UNPERMITTED 
ACTIVITIES     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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ACTIVITY LEGAL ENTITY DESCRIPTON RELEVANT ACT / LEGISLATION PENALTY 

H TIMBER GETTING (LOGGING): OLD-
GROWTH RAINFOREST SPECIES LOGGED 
ON PROPERTY DURING LAND CLEARING 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 

Cairns Post quote ‘Large standing 
cabinet timber trees’ 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

I HOMESTEAD RENOVATION – no council 
permit 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 

Extensive renovations on original 
homestead 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

J OPERATIONAL WORKS – outside permitted 
hours 

KEN LEE/ REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY 
LTD 

Residents document machine 
noise outside permitted hours 

MIN: $_____ 
MAX: $_____ 

UNPERMITTED 
ACTIVITIES     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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KEN LEE 

FEB 2014 
REEVER AND OCEAN  

PTY LTD 

AUG 2014 
REEVER AND OCEAN CAPITAL 
MANAGEMENT LIMITED (HK) 

MAY 2016 
REEVER AND OCEAN 

DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD 

OCT 2014 
URBAN SYNC PTY LTD 

CAIRNS TOWN PLANNER 

DR CONRAD 
HOSKIN JAMES 

COOK UNIVERSITY 

SIMON DANIELSEN 
PRINCIPAL ECOLOGIST 
ASTREBLA ECOLOGICAL 

SERVICES 

CONTRACTORS 
LAND CLEARING, 

REMOVAL OF 
‘CABINET TIMBER 

TREES’, DAM, SITE2 
EARTHWORKS, 

SITE3 
EARTHWORKS, 
HOMESTEAD 
RENOVATION 

MAREEBA 
SHIRE 

COUNCIL 

COMMONWEALTH 
Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 

STATE 
COORDINATED 

PROJECT 

WGC LAWYERS 
CAIRNS 

JULY 2016 
KUR-COW PTY LTD 

KUR-COW RESEARCH PTY LTD 

WHO’S 
WHO     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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2014 FIRST HALF Rumour has it that new owner Ken Lee approached a Cairns Town Planner and discussed high-density urban subdivision on 
Barnwell 626ha.  This company was not engaged by Ken Lee. 

2014 JANUARY Ken Lee purchased historically zoned Barnwell 12 Rural Title 626ha for $2million 

2014 FEBRUARY Ken Lee registered Australian company ‘Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd’ 

2014 AUGUST Ken Lee registered Hong Kong company ‘Reever and Ocean Capital Management Limited’  

2014 OCTOBER Stuart and Mandy Ricketts register Urban Sync Pty Ltd 

Why engage a Town Planner if you’re not planning a town? 

2014 NOVEMBER First Youtube video produced by Urban Sync for Ken Lee ‘Peak Ranch’ published  

2015 MAY Land preparation and clearing underway on Google Earth images 

2015 JUNE Simon Danielsen generates EPBC Protected Matters Report, on behalf of proponent, listing  2 Critically Endangered, 20 
Endangered and 13 Threatened (Vulnerable) species 

2015 JUNE First Google Earth image to show that clearing and scraping back the land had started on Barnwell. 

2015 JULY Simon Danielsen generates Protected Plants Flora Survey Trigger Map, on behalf of proponent, which triggers the 12 titles. 

2015 AUGUST Urban Sync creates the working document for the Referral of proposed action  (footer date on EPBC inserted doc) 

2015 SEPTEMBER Simon Danielsen Principal Ecologist Astrebla Ecological Services (unregistered entity) reports to Department Environment and 
Heritage Protection land ‘cleared in breach of s.256’ 

EPBC doc notes unpublished report by Danielsen, S. 2015 Astrebla Ecological Services (unregistered entity) 

2015 NOVEMBER Simon Danielsen registers business Astrebla Ecological Services 

2015 NOVEMBER Simon Danielsen Principal Ecologist Astrebla Ecological Services second report published 

2015 DECEMBER Full extent of land clearing up to 200ha visible on Google Earth 

2015 DECEMBER Dam completed on property – stop work ordered by Mareeba Shire Council after community reports 

TIMELINE 
JAN 2014 – JUL 2016     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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CONT. 

2015 DECEMBER Ministerial Diary Curtis Pitt MP - Meeting with Harry Sou and Ken Lee of Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd  

2016 FEBRUARY Dam and Site2, Site3 Earthworks appear on Google Earth for the first time 

2016 FEBRUARY Retrospective Dam application submitted to council 

2016 MARCH Road closure request submitted on KUR-World proposed site 

2016 APRIL Mareeba Shire Council approves road closure on KUR-World proposed site (following month) 

2016 APRIL KUR-WORLD.COM domain name is purchased by Ken Lee’s Australian company Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd 

EPBC doc notes unpublished report by Hoskin, C., 2016 

2016 APRIL Dr Conrad Hoskins second report published  

2016 MAY Ken Lee registers Australian company Reever and Ocean Developments Pty Ltd 

2016 MAY KUR-COW.COM domain name purchased by Ken Lee’s Australian company Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd 

2016 MAY EPBC Referral of proposed action for ‘KUR-World’ submitted by Reever & Ocean Developments Pty Ltd  

KUR-Cow ‘lawfully established grazing operations’ not accounted for on master plan footprint 

2016 MAY Initial Advice Statement (IAS) submitted by Reever & Ocean Developments Pty Ltd  

2016 JULY KUR-World proposal is declared a State Coordinated Project 

Why would a ‘lawfully established grazing operation’ be a State Coordinated Project? 

2016 JULY 3rd Cairns Post article, first mention of ‘KUR-Cow’ 

2016 JULY Retrospective dam approval by Mareeba Shire Council 20 July 

2016 JULY KUR-Cow Pty Ltd, KUR-Cow Research Pty Ltd registered 28 July 

TIMELINE 
JAN 2014 – JUL 2016     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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JAN 2014 

MAY 2015 

APR 2015 

KEN LEE 
PURCHASES 

BARNWELL 12 
RURAL TITLES 

626HA PRIVATE 
SALE $2M 

ADJOINING 
RESIDENTS START 

TO REPORT 
ONGOING 

MACHINE NOISE 
ON FACEBOOK 

AND TO 
MAREEBA SHIRE 

COUNCIL 

SIMON DANIELSEN 
LEAVES 

EMPLOYMENT AT 
GHD PTY LTD 

CAIRNS AFTER 3 
YEARS, 9 MONTHS 

AND *STARTS 
ASTREBLA 

ECOLOGICAL 
SERVICES 

*operates under 
this name until it’s 
registered in NOV 

2015 

MAY 6 2015 

NOV 11 2014 

OCT 23 2015 

OCT 2014 

STUART AND 
MANDY 

RICKETTS 
REGISTER NEW 

COMPANY 
URBAN SYNC 

PTY LTD 

NOV 2014 

URBAN SYNC PTY LTD 
PRODUCES ‘PEAK 
RANCH’ CONCEPT 

VIDEO FOR REEVER 
AND OCEAN PTY LTD 

FEB 2014 

KEN LEE REGISTERS 
REEVER AND OCEAN 

PTY LTD 

SEP 2015 

SIMON 
DANIELSEN 

WRITES LETTER 
ON BEHALF OF 
REEVER AND 

OCEAN PTY LTD 
TO “SELF-
REPORT” 

EXTENSIVE 
CLEARING 

ON PROPERTY 
TO EHP 

MANDY RICKETTS 
LEAVES HER 

EMPLOYMENT OF  
5 YEARS IN 2014 

DEC 2015 

MINISTERIAL 
MEETING WITH 

CURTIS PITT, KEN 
LEE, HARRY SOU 

FEB 12 2016 

MAREEBA 
SHIRE 

COUNCIL 
STOPS WORK 
ON THE DAM 

STUART RICKETTS 
LEAVES HIS 

EMPLOYMENT OF 
12 YEARS AT RPS 
GROUP & GOES 

FULLTIME AT 
URBAN SYNC PTY 

LTD 

AUG 2014 

KEN LEE REGISTERS 
HONG KONG 

COMPANY REEVER 
AND OCEAN CAPITAL 

MANAGEMENT 
LIMITED JUN 2015 

SIMON 
DANIELSEN 
GENERATES 

EPBC ACT 
PROTECTED 

MATTERS 
REPORT 

JUL 2015 

SIMON 
DANIELSEN 
GENERATES 
PROTECTED 

PLANTS FLORA 
SURVEY TRIGGER 

MAP 

MAY 2016 

KEN LEE REGISTERS 
REEVER AND 

OCEAN 
DEVLEOPMENTS 

PTY LTD 

REEVER AND 
OCEAN 

DEVLEOPMENTS 
PTY LTD 

SUBMITS EPBC 
REFERRAL OF 

PROPOSED ACTION 

REEVER AND 
OCEAN 

DEVLEOPMENTS 
PTY LTD 

SUBMITS INITIAL 
ADVICE STATEMENT 

KEN LEE REGISTERS  
KUR-COW 

PTY LTD 
KUR-COW 

RESEARCH PTY LTD 

TIMELINE 
JAN 2014 – MAY 2016     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 

NOV 2015 

SIMON DANIELSEN 
REGISTERS 

ASTREBLA ECOLOGICAL 
SERVICES 

 
ASTREBLA ECOLOGICAL 

SERVICES 
SECOND SURVEY 

PUBLISHED 
FIRST SURVEY REMAINS 

UNPUBLISHED 
105 

PROPERTY AS IT 
WAS AT TIME OF 

PURCHASE 

CLEARING AND 
LAND PREP 
UNDERWAY 

CLEARING AND LAND 
PREP MOSTLY 

COMPLETED TO 
MASTER PLAN 



Ken Lee 
“He started to work in the tourism and hotel industry at 
the age of 19, first at Star City in Sydney and then Casinos 
Austria, which gave him the opportunity to work in Cairns 
at the Reef Hotel Casino” 

“… Lee’s past ten years of work in 
Macau as vice president of 
marketing for Wynn Resorts…” 

THE PLAYERS 
KUR-WORLD TEAM     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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Ken Lee’s legal entities 

THE PLAYERS 
KUR-WORLD TEAM     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 

FEB 2014 
REEVER AND OCEAN  

PTY LTD 

AUG 2014 
REEVER AND OCEAN CAPITAL 
MANAGEMENT LIMITED (HK) 

MAY 2016 
REEVER AND OCEAN 

DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD 

JULY 2016 
KUR-COW PTY LTD 

KUR-COW RESEARCH PTY LTD 

JAN 2014 
PRIVATE SALE 

12 RURAL TITLES  
626HA IN KURANDA 

$2 MILLION APR 2016 
KUR-WORLD.COM 

MAY 2016 
KUR-COW.COM 

MAR 2016 
KURWORLD.COM 
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Stuart Ricketts Mandy Ricketts 

THE PLAYERS 
KUR-WORLD TEAM     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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KUR-World Integrated 
Eco-Resort $650M Why is KUR-World not listed on the Urban Sync website under ‘Projects’?  

THE PLAYERS 
KUR-WORLD TEAM     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 

? 
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Simon Danielsen 

THE PLAYERS 
KUR-WORLD TEAM     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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Harry Sou 

THE PLAYERS 
KUR-WORLD TEAM     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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Source files 

www.kurandaregion.org/kur-world 

 

 

 
Outstanding documents 

 

JUN 2016 

SEP 2016 

 
     FACT CHECK: EXTRAS 
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http://www.kurandaregion.org/kur-world
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Every effort has been made to ensure this 
timeline and details are correct. 

 
All source files are available at 

www.kurandaregion.org/kur-world 
 

Please let us know if any documents are missing  
and/ or if there are any corrections to be made. 
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Removed from EXTRAS - TIMELINE 

CORRECTIONS 
All corrections to this document are recorded in this section. 

Please advise if there are other omissions of corrections required. 
Unfortunately the video promo version can’t be altered – link to corrections noted in video description. 

Added to EXTRAS – KUR-WORLD TEAM 
Simon Danielsen registers Astrebla Ecological Services November 2015 
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Correction to 2015 


