
Topic: Barnwell Rd / KUR-World 

KRPG Code: BARN361834 

EPBC Ref: 2016/7710 

Date: 14 June 2016 
 

Purpose: Review/ comment on the KUR-World EPBC Referral of proposed action application form 

 

Reference: http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/ed8beb29-0b26-e611-bb47-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-

f3091fc31cd5?t=1464830277340 

To: EPBC Referral Comment, Kuranda Region Planning Group, Mareeba Shire Council, Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd, Urban Sync,  

Cairns Post, Kuranda Paper, ABC Radio 

Online: www.kurandaregion.org/kur-world/ 

Video Version: available 17 June 2016 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsU4nKXqn6bO_JJOUQ0_glA  

http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/ed8beb29-0b26-e611-bb47-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1464830277340
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/ed8beb29-0b26-e611-bb47-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1464830277340
http://www.kurandaregion.org/kur-world/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsU4nKXqn6bO_JJOUQ0_glA




 

This Commonwealth Act was put in place in 1999 (with amendments since) and seeks to protect our natural environment – including water, air, land, flora and fauna.  The 

act protects our ‘common-wealth’ or natural heritage because we need our natural environment intact to survive – after all, this land we call Australia, this is human habitat 

too. 



 

The ‘EPBC Referral of proposed action’ document has been submitted to the Queensland Coordinator-General, to the person and their team, who currently holds that 

office, to assess and decide whether this project has environmental consequences for the area where the KUR-World project area is proposed.  This act, or legislation – and 

the spirit of the agreement of which it forms – is required at this time to be exercised by the Commonwealth. 



 

The complex biodiversity of the Wet Tropics ecosystem started 250 million years ago when Australia was part of Gondwana land - along with New Zealand and all the other 

land masses that form our continents today.  Back in prehistory, Gowdwana was in the current position of Antarctica and was warm and tropical.  The first plants and 

animals appeared at that time - and some still exist today as time capsules – here in our Wet Tropics native forests. 

This ancient rainforest – starting north of the Daintree, down the eastern seaboard, and extending to Tasmania form the last remaining vestiges – the remnants – of plants 

and animals that have survived millions of years of climate change… oceans levels rising and falling and ice ages coming and going, new species and extinctions.  With each 



climate change the plant and animal species that survived here until today have adapted over millennia.  In these ancient native forests nature is exotic, abundant, unique 

and new discoveries are still possible – in fact probable!   

 

Recharge Zone – the picture is bigger than you think! 

Of Commonwealth importance right now is CSG fracking and heavy chemical and monoculture agriculture are laying waste to our Great Artisan Basin with 1000’s of 

chemicals, sand and salt polluting the lands and water tables.  The Wet Tropics rainforest and surrounding supporting native forests of Far North Queensland form the 

‘recharge zone’ for this body of water.  Clearing these forests have, and will continue to, decrease the ability for the annual monsoonal rains to ‘set up’ over the region and 

deliver the 3+ metres of annual rainfall required to flush clean, fresh water through the underground water table that forms the massive underground reservoir that drives 

rivers and streams and other water bodies over and under the entire landmass of Australia.  This water system is integral to the health of the Australian landmass and its 

people – even our big cities and food bowls so far away. 

 











 

 

 

In the 100 years since colonialism reached the far north of the Australian continent we have cleared approximately 50% of our Wet Tropics native forest country.  The 

native forests were severely logged removing just about all the ‘giants’ – old hardwoods 100’s and 1000’s of years old -  and with that ‘free’ timber we built the North! 





 

The timber provided energy, fuels and warmth, the railways, building materials, furniture, and in the world before plastic – no doubt an integral part of everyday life.  The 

cleared land became agriculture, pasture and urban housing - and the region expanded – on the back of our ancient rainforest giants. 



 



In 1988, the remaining uncleared Wet Tropics wilderness areas were inscribed into World Heritage.   

In just over 100 years we have managed to clear an astonishing amount of native forests in this region – all the coastal areas and flat tablelands useful for humans. 

 



The land our machines have yet to reach, access and rape our remaining native forests – whether it be for mining or urban subdivision – the result is the same. The 

reduction in overall forest cover is serious, but loss of old growth or primary rainforest has been even more drastic. The region’s old growth has been severely logged – 

degrading the habitat of many forest-dependent species.  The only way to get it back is to allow recovering rainforest - to fully recover – a process that will take centuries to 

complete.  We need to start this process now.  We need to stop here. 

 



 

Looking at this map top right, the extensive light green areas were once Wet Tropics rainforest country – now human settlements and agriculture. The dark green is all that 

remains of one of the oldest, continuous rainforests on Earth.  Of course, these ancient native forests extend far south of this region right down the eastern seaboard to 

Tasmania.  Well – what is left – the inaccessible country.   

Our location in the greater Wet Tropics scheme of things is in the very narrow neck.  The rainforest to the inland side of Kuranda has undergone extensive clearing over a 

long period of time due to human settlement – and hasn’t been included on the official Wet Tropics map for this reason – not because it’s not worth protecting and 

replanting to improve the conservation corridor.  



 

The land of the proposed action – KUR-World – is located in what scientists call a ‘pinch point’ – the narrow neck that remains connecting the greater northern and 

southern parts of this ancient forest.  The Wet Tropics forests of North Queensland are in a ‘contraction’ phase with the continual clearing of native forests – no longer just 

for agriculture – now under urban residential subdivision attack.  This type of development is at odds with the natural environment of this place – the way it actually needs 

to stay - to operate its function as a recharge zone for the Great Artisan Basin – which services the greater water supply for all Australians.  The ecological values are simply 

too sensitive to take a development of this scope.



 

When progress cuts down any rainforest, in or near this narrow corridor, the outcome is known.  Habitat loss = inevitable extinction.  It’s just a matter of how long – 30 

years?  60 years before we get the news story about the last cassowary standing amid progress?  Like down in Cairns – the last cassowary was killed by dogs on Mount 

Whitfield Conservation Park.  The local population of cassowary is now extinct in that ancient remnant forest. 







 

Urban residential development will never be ok for the cassowary.  Or the other endangered species on the project area.  Habitat loss, roaming pet dog attacks and vehicle 

strike are the biggest threats to cassowary survival. 



 

This is what so-called ‘re-growth’ forest looks like when 45 - 75 years old.  This is ‘Recovering Rainforest’. 

How can we assess the ‘quality’ of the Recovering Rainforest and ascribe a new value system to assist conservation? 



 

One more project.  Just one more… 

When does the clearing of native forests stop?  Ken Lee – Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd based in Macau – purchased this historically zoned land parcel of 12 rural titles, 626ha, 

for a paltry $2 million – 30 minutes from Smithfield and 50 minutes to the Cairns International Airport and Cairns City Centre.  That works out to be around $1300 per acre… 

quarter acre around $325. 



 

If it sounds too good to be true it probably is! 

Kuranda residents are not at odds with development per se. Kuranda residents seek appropriate development in line with the agreed matters of environmental significance 

of this land.  The profit margin won’t be nearly as great as chopping the land up into tiny residential pieces – but still a profitable project that we would welcome within the 

appropriate framework.   



 

Our local council and state government have failed to assist in protection of the Kuranda Region via our local planning scheme mechanism to this point - despite the 

consistent, earnest and voluntary efforts of our local community groups to intervene in a meaningful way, ie. via constant letter writing to local and state government 

departments asking for assistance to recognise the environmental overlays in the mapping that is used to define our Shire’s plan.  Community documents can be supplied 

on request. 

The environmental overlays were ‘rolled back’ from the community consulted 2012 TRC Planning Scheme that was formed under the Tablelands Regional Council.  De-

amalgamation and the return to Mareeba Shire Council in 2014 saw the re-writing, re-mapping and, currently attempting, re-implementation of the flawed 2015 MSC 



Planning Scheme that has had NO COMMUNITY CONSULTATION process and no environmental overlays – despite community groups repeated attempts to engage with 

council on this matter. 

 

In the case of the historically-zoned Barnwell Rd / KUR-World, our preference would be for the Commonwealth to step in – pay compensation of $2 million plus costs to the 

proponent Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd – and our local conservation groups will replant the land that has been cleared-in-anticipation-of-development - under the guise of 

‘clearing for cattle grazing’ - the proponent has undertaken in the time since purchase. The land will be returned to the Commonwealth and kept in trust for future 



generation’s water supply and serve to protect this ecologically sensitive area.  This easily accessible forest can be made available to universities for study and discovery - an 

investment in the ‘brains-trust’ of our nation.   

 

Community in the Daintree have been working since the 1980’s to reclaim historically zoned rural land parcels on the equally important Wet Tropics margins – the land 

cleared by colonialism 100 years ago.  Our community is addressing a new initiative called “Kuranda Region Wet Tropics World Heritage Vital Corridor Buy Back Scheme”.  

The aim of this program is to identify ‘at-risk’ historically zoned land parcels (such as the KUR-World project area) and list their conservation value in terms of their location 

in the ‘pinch-point’ of our narrow Fairlyland and Kuranda Envirolink conservation corridors, vegetation, water and cultural values. 



 



 

The ‘EPBC Referral of proposed action’ application form submitted by the proponent is required to be submitted and assessed under the Commonwealth EPBC Act.  The 

form submitted by the proponent has errors and omissions that renders the form INCOMPLETE for assessment by the Commonwealth at this stage.  We ask the 

Coordinator-General to return the form to the proponent Reever and Ocean Pty Ltd and Urban Sync, the engaged Town Planner, to complete the form for re-submission. 



 

The date in the footer of the original document included in the EPBC Referral of proposed action document is August 2015.  That’s nearly 12 months ago.  During that time, 

the proponent has had machines clearing Recovering Rainforest (45-75 year old trees on some of the titles) under the guise of ‘cattle grazing’ – that is – returning the 

property to its former use for pasture.  Residents adjoining the property have been reporting constant machine and helicopter traffic on the property for over 12 months 

now. 

 



 



 

In January 2016, Urban Sync, through Cairns Post, communicated the various options being considered for the land.  Cattle grazing and avocado farming were cited as 

options – even though Reever and Ocean had engaged a Town Planner, Urban Sync, at least before August 2015 as authors of the document, that forms the publicly 

available proposed action application.  Why do you need a town planner for an agricultural project? 

12 months is plenty of time to have completed ALL SECTIONS of the EPBC Referral of proposed action form. 



 

 



 

Section 7.1 asks the question ‘Does the party taking the action have a ‘satisfactory record’ of responsible environmental management?’  The proponent has ticked ‘Yes’ 

indicating that he has a satisfactory record of responsible environmental management’.  Then, instead of providing details of an actual ‘satisfactory record’ – it says this is 

the proponent’s – Ken Lee’s – first development so there is ‘no record’.  Correction required. 

Taking a look at this - which does give us an indication of environmental management to date of the project to some degree – the proponent has retrospectively submitted 

a basic council application for a rural dam on the project area.  As you can see on the sign – the HAVE YOUR SAY period commenced from the 8 June and ends on the 28 

June – and here is the dam!  The photo was taken on 8 June. This video was created prior to 15 June. A time-warp in the middle of Kuranda!  



VIDEO OF DAM - https://youtu.be/O5EKX-Cgg8g  

Lack of consultation, and acquisition of appropriate permits, has meant the checks and balances of a proper site plan for the dam - prior to earthworks and council 

inspections was not adhered to. In this action, the proponent and his planner have indicated their flagrant disregard for local government protocol.  The location and 

interaction of the dam – as decided and executed only by the proponent – has resulted in environmental consequences in adjoining sensitive water habitats – as observed 

by Cathy Retter from Kuranda Envirocare.  

Cathy Retter from Envirocare on ABC Radio Far North - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aXziVyGkEg  

https://youtu.be/O5EKX-Cgg8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aXziVyGkEg


The project area is on high terrain in the broader local area and all disturbances and erosion of soil have the potential to be catastrophic to sensitive ecological habitats – on 

water and on land. The scandalous disregard for the ecological consequences of the proponent’s actions to date indicate the clever wording on ‘eco-resort’.  If the 

proponent truly understood the land he now owns – he simply could not rip the land apart.  There’s no ‘eco’ in this deal for the Kuranda Region. 

 





 

 



The EPBC Referral Pro forma has section 2.6 for ‘Public consultation’.  How is it marked as ‘No public consultation has occurred at this stage’?  Including no consultation 

with Indigenous stakeholders? 

 

Doesn’t the fact that the 2.6 section exists at all means that it has some relevance at this EPBC Referral of proposed action  at stage in the scope of the project, within the 

framework of the EPBC Act?  Isn’t the purpose of the Act to assess all SECTIONS as integral to the proposed action as specified on the submission pro forma? 

How is it that the proponent of a $650 million proposal can submit an incomplete form and anticipate a properly informed decision by the Commonwealth? 



Why is the ‘2.6 Public consultation’, ‘3.3 (h) Commonwealth Heritage Places or other places recognised as having heritage values’, and ‘3.3 (i) Indigenous heritage values’  

the ONLY SECTIONS the proponent has failed to complete for the submission of the form? 

Doesn’t the fact these sections remain incomplete indicate that this submission is in fact not the final version and therefore shouldn’t be accepted, published or assessed at 

this point by the Coordinator-General? 

 



 

Section 4 under Environmental outcomes notes the four main endangered species under threat in the project area.  Against each of these species is the proponent’s and his 

town planner’s ‘hopes of environmental outcomes’ written as statements of fact.  

Anyone can tick the ‘Yes’ box and THINK it’s true – but is it true?  

The hope is there will be no net-loss of habitat for the endangered Myola frog – and on the actual side – the project area contains 13.7ha of known habitat, 39.5ha suitable 

habitat, development is upslope of habitat, development has the potential to effect habitat quality within 25% of the total known occupancy of the species. 



So just writing it in SECTION 4 makes it true?  Please check SECTION 6 – Conclusion of the likelihood of significant impacts carefully.  

 

In Kuranda – like other small towns and villages across Australia – we see development and progress as economic necessities.  Our local community is ‘keyed’ to our Far 

North Queensland tourism industry to engage domestic and international travellers to visit one of the truly ancient wonders of the world – our Wet Tropics World Heritage 

Rainforest.  We’re proud and happy to do our bit for the greater region – but not KUR-World - in any of its guises.  Chopping down Recovering Rainforest in Wet Tropics 

World Heritage for the purpose of gross financial gain by any individual or legal entity is plainly immoral. 



 

There are other more suitable places for urban residential subdivision.  While it seems to suit our local and state governments to forsake this precious conservation land to 

the insistent and continual push for urban development and massive profits – there is no amount of profit that can amount to a good deal here – locally, regionally, for all 

Australians. 

 



We ask the Commonwealth to help our community to protect this land for future generations of Australians enjoyment, health and wealth.  Please declare KUR-World a 

‘coordinated project’ under The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act). 

The 100 year gold rush is over.  The free-land and free-old-growth timber is no more.   

This place was declared World Heritage for a reason.   

Ancient rainforests and all their natural treasures will become extinct, if we don’t stop now. 

The Myola Precinct was not a suitable development for this land.  

KUR-World is not a suitable development for this land. 

The KUR-World project area of 626ha is currently 12 rural titles.  This land must never be re-zoned. 


